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NEW SCHOOL FORE GROWING EELOWNA STUDENT POPULATION

EELOWNA - The Province has approved construction of a new $13 6-mullion elementary school m
the Mission Hills area of Kelowna to meet the demands of the growing mumber of children in the area,
Eelowna-Mission MLA Smdi Hawkins announced today.

“We have seen the number of students mereasing, and this area confinues to grow 25 1t is
attractive to famulies.” sald Hawkins. “Now 1s the time to plan ahead and ensure each student has the
room to learn and grow in their own neighbowrhoed.”

Orverall enrolment 1n the area’s elementary schools 1s currently more than 180 smadents over
capaciry, and that munber 13 expected to inerease. The new school will be designad to accommodate 80
kindergarteners and 350 elementary students.

“We've always maintained that where enrolment mumbers warrant a new school then it will be
built,” said Education Minister Shirley Bond. “That’s clearly the case in this part of the Okanagan, and
we're followmg through on that conmmitment ™

The new school will contain ground source heat and cooling, with other green mitiatives
considered as the design process proceeds. The green features of this school will suppors the
Province's commitment to reduce greenhouse gas enussions by 33 per cent by 2020, Construction cn
the new school is expected to begin early next vear.

“Not only will this new schooel make room for new and current students,” said Moyra Baxter,
chair of the Central Okanagan Board of Education. “Tt will ensure they are learning in a world-class,
enviremmentally-friendly amosphere.”

Since 2001, the Province has invested $39.5 mullion m the Central Okanagan school district to
complete 10 capital projects. During the same period, the Provinee spent over $1.1 billion to complete
26 new schools, 35 replacements, 144 additions and 23 renovations projects across British Columbia.
By the end of 2008-09, the Province will have invested more than $2 8 billion in school capital and
MAIMIENaNCe projects.
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For more information on government services or to subscribe to the Province’s news feeds usang RS5,
visit the Province’s website at www.zov.beca.



